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FIRST LOOK - DIRECTV IPHONE REMOTE SCHEDULER APPLICATION 

Written by Robert Nemitz, Goaliebob99 

 

Satelliteguys.us is proud to present an exclusive first look into an exciting product from 

DirecTV that revolutionizes the way you watch TV from abroad.   Have you ever 

forgotten that you realized you forgot to record the program Lost, or just found out 

about a season premiere of a show that you wanted to record?  Or have you ever wanted 

to see what was on TV only to not have the ability record and watch later while you were 

traveling abroad?  Have an iPhone?  DirecTV in conjunction with Apple has provided a 

solution that will allow you to remotely schedule any program that you subscribe to from 

your iPhone to just about any DirecTV receiver in your home.  Satelliteguys.us is proud 

to give you an exclusive tour of this new iPhone application that suites you’re 

programming to your lifestyle around your time frame.   
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LAUNCHING AND NAVIGATING THE APPLICATION 

 

Upon downloading the tool from the 

Apple store (coming 03/30/2009) you will 

see the program install like any other 

iPhone Application.   A DirecTV 

application icon will appear on your 

iPhone desktop and from there you can 

touch the program and it will begin to 

load.  

   

Upon loading, you will be prompted for 

your Directv.com email and Password.   

Entering this information will allow you 

to unlock the possibilities of the iPhone 

application as well as unlocking your 

entertainment possibilities while abroad.    

 

Also, this will allow your iPhone to 

communicate to DirecTV and your 

receivers at home.  
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After you have completed your Directv.com 

account information the program loads and 

you are now presented with three options as 

well as a search box.   You can search for 

shows, by channel, or by date and time.   

 

Within the search box you can manually 

search for a show such as My Name is Earl 

by utilizing your touch screen keyboard to 

enter the program name. 

 

 
 

You can now use your index finger to scroll 

through the list contents by sweeping it in 

an up and down motion to scroll and see 

what is on.  If you find a program that you 

would like to record, Select it by taping on 

it and you will be taken to the record screen 

which we will discuss later. 
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You also have the ability to schedule 

recordings on your iPhone using the search 

by channel feature.   This will display a list 

of the channels you subscribe to including 

your local channels. You can now select the 

channel to see what is airing.   

 

Using the search by Date and Time feature, 

you can now select any date and time that 

DirecTV has program guide data for and 

channel surf to set your recording.   For 

faster scrolling you can scroll via the right 

side of the screen and retrieve your channels 

faster as the guide will now scroll via the 

100’s, 200’s and so forth.   This is a neat 

little feature that allows virtual channel 

surfing on the go.  
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SETTING UP TIMERS AND APPLICATION SETTINGS 

As discussed earlier, we have found that I 

forgot to record lost on ABC and have done 

a search for the program Lost.  The DirecTV 

iPhone application has found the potential 

program that I wanted to record and has 

grayed out channels that I don’t subscribe to.   

Using my finger I have now scrolled to my 

local ABC affiliate WLS DT7 and have 

selected the program.   A program Info 

screen now appears with the program 

information.  You now have the option of 

recording the episode only or setting up a 

series pass.  In this case I have setup a series 

pass so I never miss an episode again.  Upon 

tapping the record this series or record this 

episode button, I am now presented with 

which receivers I would like to record to.  

You can now record to multiple or single 

receivers. 

 

I would love to watch lost in both my main 

living room, as well as in my bed room so I 

set both to record season passes on both 

receivers.  Next, I tap on save settings button 

and I now have the options of the priority I 

would like to record as well as keeping until 

the disk is full or until I delete it.  Upon 

clicking record this program, I receive a 

conformation screen and the iPhone sends 

this information over the internet to 

DirecTV.  In turn DirecTV now sends a 

signal via the satellite to my receivers to 

record Lost on WLS-DT DirecTV channel 

7-1 on both of my Living room and 

Bedroom High Definition sets.  

 

Upon going home to my receivers, I have 

confirmed that lost is indeed set to record. 
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As one can see, setting up a recording is 

as simple as 123.   Maintaining the 

iPhone application is just as easy.  

Directv has simplified the process.  By 

using your finger to select the settings 

option, you now have access to the 

programs settings.   You have the option 

to show only the channels you get, versus 

all channels.  You can hide all adult 

channels, as well as setting time zone 

options.   

 This application is really cool and could 

be made perfect with remote sling 

capabilities.   It is a perfect way of setting 

recordings without having to go through 

the moble.directv.com experience.  It 

simplifies everything and provides you 

with a way to setup those recordings just 

in time, before you miss that big game 

you forgot about!  
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