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DIRECTV High Definition User Interface

Since the introduction of the HR20-700, DIRECTV has delivered HD 
programming with a clean and uncluttered user interface consistent with its 
other receivers... but the public wanted more. Among the most common requests 
has been a truly high-definition user interface. The last update to the user interface 
in 2007 was comprehensive, but still provided graphics that were rendered based on 
standard resolution images and fonts.

DIRECTV has delivered a new user interface that is not only faster than the one it replaces, 
but renders all text and graphics in high resolution. The new interface does away with the 
Quick Menu in favor of a consistent full-screen experience while keeping the new channel 
banner introduced in 2010 and the same buttons used in prior user interfaces.

Whenever possible, screens are similar to existing ones in the old user interface to help 
subscribers adapt.

Among the new features is a new “My DIRECTV” landing screen that acts as a 
gateway to suggested content, playlists, and interactive content. This provides a more 
consistent experience for the common user while streamlining the experience for 
more advanced users.

Special thanks to Mike Bertelson and barryb for photographs of the user interface. 
Note that dates and other details have been obscured to preserve the integrity of the 
testing process.

Are you on the Cutting Edge?
DBSTALK.com is home to the Cutting Edge forums, where users actively participate in testing 
pre-release software for DIRECTV receivers. The resulting rapid-deployment development method 
allows for faster fixes and abundant new features. 

Click here to learn more at DBSTalk.com!

About DBSTalk.com
Since its inception in 2001, DBSTALK.com has grown to represent the satellite communities for DIRECTV, Dish 
Network, Sirius/XM and Free-to-Air satellite reception. We provide user-to-user support for tens of thousands 

of users and are read by millions across the Internet, giving us the title of “The Internet’s Satellite Resource.” 

Please note that some DBSTalk.com testers and staff members may have received free equipment from  
DIRECTV or its partners for the purpose of evaluation and testing.
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Words from the test team

It’s fast. No, really it’s FAST! Even on standard HR2x hardware, this new UI isn’t 
just crisp, clear and modern in appearance, it’s an order of magnitude quick-
er in everyday usage - keypresses are registered more quickly, Playlist scrolling is 
faster, and navigating through the Guide is downright speedy, whether left and right 
by timeslot, or scrolling up and down through the channels. Personally, using the new  
user interface as compared to the current one feels like the difference between using  
an HR21 versus an HR24.	 —DBSTalk User LameLefty

The new User Interface reflects an upgrade to a more appealing “current generation” 
graphical experience. The attractive new guide, setup menus, program “posters”, and sub-
screens all reflect a visual presentation much like the DirecTV iPad application.In additon 
to the visual enhancements, the new UI also reflects a significant performance boost from 
previous generation versions. In particular, common activities such as scrolling through 
channels, menus, and other large groups of screen content is exponentially faster.  Further-
more, the fact that the new user experience and accelerated operations can be enjoyed 
on earlier generation hardware will make it even more attractive to all DirecTV customers.

—DBSTalk User HDTVfan0001

Is it fast enough? Check out these comparisons!
Special thanks to Scott Kocourek for speed tests.
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My DIRECTV Landing Screen: When the user presses MENU, this is the screen that appears.
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Search and Browse:  When the user scrolls down after pressing MENU, this is the screen that appears.
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Recordings: Easy access to the playlist or for managing recordings and series links.
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Playlist:  When the user presses LIST or chooses “Playlist”, this is the screen that appears.
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Manage Recordings: When the user selects “Manage Recordings,” this screen appears.
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Extras: Many of the common extra features of the receiver have been grouped in one menu.
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Settings and Help: Items commonly used in first-time setup are grouped together.
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System Info: Specialized information about the receiver, similar to the previous user interface.
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Favorite Channel Lists: Modifying favorites is done the same way as the previous interface.
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Help menus are unchanged with the exception of matching the new user interface.
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DIRECTV MediaShare is supported in the new interface.
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Parental Controls are as extensive as ever.
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Guide: When the user presses GUIDE, this screen appears.
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Channel Banner and Time Bar: Note the extensive use of transparency.


